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*REPATRING.OF THE BREACH; 
__ WHEREIN, 


Is ſhewed the benefit that comes by Chitin 
 Communionamong rheSaiar =" 


| © Cor, rate, 
; Ibeſeech you Brethren, by the name'of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, thar yee all ſpeake the fame rhing, and thar le 
be nodiviſions among you.:.but that yee bee 
joyned together in the ſame. minde, 7 yt fo 
judgement, £ 
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A Repaying of the Breach. 


Wherein is ſhewed the heekabin a——_ by a Chri- 
_ Rian Communion among the Saints, 


Worthy Sir : 


He receipt of your benevolence, did give 
me cauſe the laſt Weeke to expreſle unto 
you my tbankefulneſſe for the ſame, in 
* declaring bow farre, through the. conſide- 
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2); + Cation of the ſame, as proceeding from 

» & the hand of God ;1 didfinde my (elfe ob- 
liged for his ſake , to perſevere in this kinde of publike 

% Service, which [ haye undertaken hitherto , with approba- 


tion aud conſcat of all parties, to farther the Communion 
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of Saints, in matters of muteall Edification, My heart is 


ſ&ill full of this ſubject , and Iam plad to take apy .op- 
postunicie to utter my ſelfe in ir, 
Therefore I muR diſcourſe once more withyou, to ree 


preſent unto you , and to {uch as you ſhall bee plealed to 


acquaint the matter, withall,the neceſficie and uſefulneſſe 
of theſe endeavours, wherein-Mr, Comenins and Ilabour, 
as Apents of the publike welfare of Gods Church. 

If then we conſider Gods will, if we conſider our awn 
felicitie, if wee refle& upon the Rate of our deareſt Bre- 
thren, if wee take to heart the things intended in rhis ne- 
gotiation, if wee looke-upen the times - mqpy wer we are 
falne, and laſtly, if we obſerve the praQtiles of the advert 
{aries of Religion and truth, wee ſhall ſee a moftuargenr 


neceſſitie of this ſtudie, which many yearesagoe by a cer= 


taine providence of God ,” wee have beene moved to 
undertake,and with much difculeie through many ftrejts 
have untill chis day continaed, : 

The thing which we ay me art is, a ſerious endeayour to 


bee brought into the mindes of all godly avd learned 


men , whereby the fruit' of boly communion may bee 
ripened and wade uſefall toall ſach, -as are capable of 
the ſame, both within and without the Church of God, 


that in the mutuall Communication of Gods good. onifes, 


- | the bodie of Chrift may bee built up within it ſelfe, when 


every joint receiveth- from another the communicable 
yertue which it bath, and luch as are wirhout that bodie, 


way bave a way prepared for they, to become Citizens of 


the Commonwealth of [ſrael, For this] is the will of God, 


tha? bis pwn and {hoald appeare throngh his Children ; 


into 
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4 iato the world, that hee may ſhine fotth in them, and that ; 
4 it may appeare, that they are called out of this evill and 

F crooked generation , whereby they (hine as lights in the 

; world , holding forth the word of life ro others, thar if ic 

J ba. God, by their mcancs they way bee (a- 

; ved, | 


L ſay this is the will of God, even the manifeſtation of 
_ his owne love tous, and in us, whereby we are conftrai- 
ned'in him to loye one another, and all thoſe that are cre- 
ated after his Image, that wee all may bee in bim, and 
made perfeR in that noitie of che ſpicit, wherein bee bath 
called us. wet + mg 
For let a. man conſider the words of the Apoftle , 
Epheſ. 4. 1.till x7, Hee ſhall ſee , that che end of our 
calling, is notbivg elſe but tbe manifeftation of this love of 
God, and that ahe meanes to attaine unto thisend,, is 
; none other but the Unitic of Gods Children in one ſpirit, 
; toadyance,holy endeavours inthe fight of the world. ; 
For this end-bee hath ſanRified and ſeparated his 
Charch from the world , that it may bee a Tabernacle of 


| of him by tbe ſpirir, and for this end bath hee ordained 
/ the Communion of Saiats, that all ſuch as live by one: 
Spirit, ſhould bee obliged to a mutuall corjuoRtion of 
x endeavours, thronghthe operation of that Spirit, Job, 17, 


- 


For Chrift in the ſolemne requeſt which bee made be- 
fore his death anto his heavenly Fatker, when hee had 
made ficſ requeſt for himſelfe, and then for bis Diſciples, 
laftly bee prayerk for che whole Church; that ſhould be- 
leeyetbroughtbe miniftery of their word, Yerſ,z, 1:1 20. 
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-quireth, is rhis ; Thar they (ſaith hee) may beeone, as 


know, that tbe Farker hath ſent his onely begotten unto 


(6): 
And in this part of the Prayer, the chiefe thing which bc®© 
doth infift apon, and urgently with much repetition re- 


thou, O Father art in mee, andI in thee, even that they - 
may bee one alſo in us, thar'the world may beleeye, that 
thou haſt ſent mee; and the glorie that thou gaveſt mee, 
I have given them , that they may be one vg: are one, 
J in them, and thou in mee, that they may bee made per«= 
te&in one, avd that the world may know that thou baft 
{ent mee, and baft loved them , as thon haft loved 
Kee, - 

By which it appeareth, what the intention and will of 
God is, in the Communion of Saints, 'even'to worke a 
perfe& Union of bis Children in his onely well beloved 
Jeſus Chriſt, that by this union of all the members of his 
Body to him, that is the Head and root of this comun&ion 
of all ſoules unto God ; the glory cf Gods goodnetfe may 
appeare in this , that briſt is ſent into the world, and 
that the Father loverh, that beleeve in him , as hee hath 
loved Cirift himſelfe , by which meanes the world ſhall 
be mooved, both. to beleeve and roknow, that the Father 
bath ſent his Sonne for the Salvation of mankind, 

Thus then, as wee are bound in conſcience to gforife, 
and manifeft the plorie of Gods goodnefs rnto the world; 
{ſo wee are bound to ſtudie and endeavour through godly 
Lve, for an boly corjun@tion of mens (pirits, and a ſpiti- 
teall commonijon'in all manner of loving and godly en- 


 deavours, becauſe in theſe Gods love doth app-are unto 


mankinde , and without theſe, the world {tall never 


the 


> 
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(9)*) 
the World for: 6nr Redemption, 

If wee conſider this truly, and lay it to heart, wee'can- 
not but reſolve tolivein the Communiop of Saints , that 
is coſay, nor to live anto our felyes, bur untothe welfare 
of others, | 22G 0 

For Ciriftfought not bimſelfe, but fought vs, and re- 
nounced himlelfe for us, that bee might receive us into 
tae glorie of God, even then when wee were his encmies. 

T berefore the Apoftle Phil. 2, baving exhorted us with 

much intreatie, vyerſ, 1,2, 3. to have one minde, one 
love, and to ayoid all occaſ1ons of diſunion, hee biddeth 

us not to looke every man on bis owne things, bur every 

man allo on the things of other men, and to perſwade us 
to this, hee willeth us to follow Chriſts example, in let- 
ting the ſame minde to beewith us, which was in Chbrift 
| Jelus,who being in tbe forme of God,for our ſake through 
' loye, became like one of us, and was in the forme of a 
Seryant, obedient unto bis Father in our ftead, even unto 

the death, '* | 

Loveis ftrong like death, Love doth affimilate thoſe 
in whom it dwelleth one to another, It did aſſimilate 
Chriſt unto us;' and now if wee will entertaine it, inlet- 
tiog the lame mind which was in him to us, bee inusto 
bim againe, it will aſſimilate our Soules to bis, and bring 
us unto the perfect ſtate of true felicitie, Sir 

For herein is our felicitje , that the fame minde may 
bee in us, which was in bim, for ſfimilitade of mindes is 
true love, and where the ſame mindes are, there will bee 
the like a&ions, | | b 5 ; 

Now wee know if wee follow the footfteps of Chrit” 
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ſelves, butj unto the Communion of Saints, For he thar 
 - liverk herein doth live in God;, and Godin bim:, whichis 


wy 3) | 
through faith in love , end: obedicnee, that wee fhaſſ bee 
bappy 3 becauſe bee is gone before us into the reft thav 1s 


| prepared for the children of God , and bath chalked one & 
__newand living way unto us, whereby we May draw Beere 


unto the moft boly , and ſo reft under the ſhadow of bis 
wings, throngh the evidenre of bis love- For berein-is rhe 
love of God evideut, when by it, we are brooght to. ſer wh 
our reft.in this reſolation , that wee will noplive unts our 


the true and onely felicity of the foule, fo long as it is is 
this world. For in this bely Communion, is the-rrue ufe of 
the ſpirit, and wbatſoeyer is done ir this ſtare to thivend 
by us is a part of that treaſure which Cbriſt willetb us tr 
lay up in Feaven where the Meth-and Cauker doth not 
corrupt our ſubftarce, 7h | 

It is then the Communion of Saints , which is the flore- 
bouſe where che Apoſtle willeth. the rich of this. world'ts 
lay upto themſclyes a good foundation that they. tay ob- 


' reige eternall life, I (ay the fate of this communion is the 


forehoule of beayenly treaſure, and a ſure reftivg place 
for tbe (oule to know that it (hall inberite ecervall live;be- 
cauſe the Apoſtleſaich, that wee know wee aretranflared 
from death tolife , becauſe wee loye the brethren, wid he 
that loveth not tbe breebren abideth in'dearb. 
Satben if we reſpe& the will of God; and in:that will, 
if weſceke the true tate of bappines unto our ownſgules, 
Letus reſolve to enter iveo' the courſe oflife, whereby we 
may become partakers of the communion of: Saints , not 


atending to live unts oor {elyes., bur as one member ts 


h created 


G {'*) "FI 
created in our naturall'body ro ſerve another member , ſo 
we ſhould fer our mindes to bee ſeryants' unto others for \ 
their good, as being members one of atother in the body 
] of lefuis'Chriſ. IO OM bs 
1 For if a man will partake of the ſpirir wey that 
; body'is animated , hee muſt keepe cloſe unto his fellow 
members,andin his owne calling and fanRion be painfull 
Wwirrier crime ET.” | 
Conſider I pray you the12, x3, 14; chap. of the firft to 
the Corinthigns,- There the Apoftle intending to ſhew the 
way to attain to ſpirituall guifts, declareth, that in reſpe& 
of eyery man by himſelfe, there was none other way for i. 
him , then to endeayour the communion of Saints. Chap, 
22,a0d to<xercile chatity.Chap.1z.And in reſpe& of the 
whole congregation, there was no better meanes,rhen to 
labotir forthe guift of prophecy ing , whereby hee may bee 
able to edifice many. 
For the more a man can inlarge biraſelfe in the meanes 
of doing good to his hretbren, the more bappy he is. 
For he that foweth much in ſuch a ground , ſhall nor 
faile to'reape the fruit of bis labour io due time. 
The ſpirits of Gods children are a rich foile , the man 
cherefore is happy that helperh to labour it,and ſow good 
Gena. EEE 
Now then is the time wherein we ſhould bee diligent, 
Let us econfider the ftate of our brethren, Are they not 
thoſe Proteſtants,by whoſe meancs God bath derived the 
knowledpeof bis trath unto us > Are they not ſuch as bave 
ſuffered, and do ſuffer the brunt of rhe battaile ? Arc they 
mot members of our head Teſus Chriftd | 
- | Dn >” That” 


: 


y 


4d 
/ 


| ms with one ſpirir,and called us by one calling to one hope? 


| 'FO 
Hath de nor given bis life for them and us together”,y0 
make us one in hirſelfe ? 
Hath be not degotten us by one word of life,and ſealed 


Hath he not appointed as to be helpers one to anotber, 
that in ſo doing our own ſtocke- may be increaſed ? 

And can we refuſe to have a faithfull and brotherly care 
of thoſe that are lincked to ns by ſo many reſpeQs ? If wee 
bave no ſuch care. 

It is ng+an evident token, that the life whereby Chrifts 
dody is animated is not in us? $ 

For bow can one member in alively body bee affected, 
and the other not at all ſympathize with it ? Or can the 


head fay to the eye, I bave no need of you , or any one 


member to another , | care not for you ? It this then be the 
ftate of brethren , of thoſe that are begotten in che boſome 
of one Church, by the heaveoly ſeed of tbe ſame. lively 


word, and callf with one mouth npon one father ? 


[: muft needs follow , that whoſoever doth refle& ng- 
©9 his owne conſcience in reſpett of his brethren,mult find 
bimſelfe obliged in an bigh degree,both for Gods (ake and 


_ his owne(ake, and for their fake ,to procure their good, 


and to fay with David, For my brethren and neighbours 
ſake, I will wiſh thee now proſperity, becacſe of the houſe 
of the Lord our God,I will precare thy wealth, P/[al.:22, 
Bar this is not yet all,there is more to more us,to a ceall 

conjunction in theſe endeavours. | 
For conſider , I pray you, what the thing is to which 
we ſhould contribute our talents one for another, Is it rot 
for the adyancement of Gods Kivgdomeia truth, peace, 
| riphtes 


{n) 


evſnes ; and bolineffe 1s it not to ſet forward the' meanes 
of heavenly knowledge of comfort and bope, with joy in 
the boly Ghoſt ? Is it not to baniſh ignorance and bay. 

out of mens underftandivg, and to bring their aﬀeRions 
toro the frame of Gods will in the beauty of holinefle? Is 
ir not to caſt down the inyentions of mens braine in the 
pride of earthly imaginations , that all bigh things that life 
themſelves up againſt the- knowledge of Jeſns Chriſt may 
be led captive under kis obedience? Is it net to root out 


ſcandals, ro overthrow Antichriftianiſme , and to ſtreng- 


then the children of God againſt the -man of ſiane ? 

- Now how can theſe things: bee brought to pafle, ex- 
cept wee endeayour , upom; the grounds of Gods word 
and coyenant the counlell of;Reformation both in Chureh 
and ſchoeles, both in rhe minds and in the -maners of yong 
and old that are not unwilling to tend unto perfe&ion. 
For we are called to aimeat perfection it lelfe , becauſe 
our father that is in heaveyr, who calleth us is perfe&,and 
we are commanded to ſtrive to be like unto him, Match, 
5, 48. 

| Therefore if theſe endeavours be inthe yery beft things 
that can bee thought upon, and in the mcft neceſſary ob- 
j}Rs, for the good ef; Church and Commonwealth , and 
inthe moſt uſefull and profitable for the fundamentals of 


all Rates which ſeemeto- bee ſhaken by the confuiions and 


diſorders of this later age-of the world,and in the moſt de- 
lighrfull marters that can fatisfie rhe buogry foules with 
wiedome ant{ righteous dire&ions, 8h 
[ ſay if theſe. endeavours tend only to ripen and bring to 
maturity ſuch things by the meanes of an unbleamab!z 
B 3 COmIn us. 
Note thar the next page followes nor in order as thou may{+ 
{ee by looking on the nubmer, For direction Therefore icave 
the pape following,and read ghe nexr tor, and afteriyar: s 
come backe and read the ſame, and lo the reſt in order, 
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mixe commonly mot batefull paſſions and praKtiſes : by. 
which the end of all religious w. rihip is overthrowne in. 


their owne {pirits, and with thole wich whom they bave 
tO doe, | 


_ Forthe end of the preaching of the Goſpell in mart. 


w% 


trae faith in a good coalcience. '- '- 


Y 


ing tothe Apoftls {aying.Love unfayned proceeding from 


But now alas the times are {uch , that nothing is lefle * 


thonght upon or intended then vhe worke of godly and 


f1nple love ro do goad unto all , and eſpecially ro ſuch as. 


arc of the bouſehvld of faith, but one brother doth perle= 
cute another , and helpeth deftroy,overthrow , and betray 


another , and all together ( except lome few that mourae 


for the affliQions ob Joſeph here and there)labour to main= 
teine for this or-that opinion a ſeyerall party. - *- 


I doe not blame-all zeale for ene opinion 'ar doarine. 
more then another, But I deplore this. That tbe zealeto : 
maintaine particular trathkes,doth hinder us frem-tbe true 


ayrme and [cope of gh beavenly calliog, whith if-wee did 
truly intend in the communion of Saints, and did not ar 
rogate to much ;unto our (elyey in aprivate way,or would 
not indiſcreetly and too peremptorily yent our opinions, 
and impole them as lawes upon'the conſcience of other 
men, but would inthe meeknefle of an bumble ſpirit ſeeke 
for meanes tending to the manifeſtation of fundamentall 
truths by way of amiable communication, 


Then wee ſhoald bee able to riddoour foules of all this 


confuſion which now doth overwhelme us. And the pe. 
filent jealouſtes and evill ſurmites 'of different parties 


« would : - - 


_ — 1 Yer be 3 SIX, NR” = 44+ f fs Re EE a es ks 
4 "s; 5; © Ne nad ply.s xe - 5% I, IS FOATE ICS 2 WV. 
_ " hs ul RS L/? AE. LEM ASE 2 So "33" Oe « Wt. 
* N OI ON TG a F CD OT 2664 __* 4 
OR GS MEE ES = As 
ea nn — : . ; 

SY La 4 wr 1 
; wy if © — * 
path _ Ig 
Nos 

OE en a T_ 

+4 —_ — —_ "— ——— 

<td — _ 


- herb beſtowed upon men in his Church for mutuall edifi. 
. eaten, | 
Ther wefce that hee cannot bee ſaid toloye the proſpe= 
rity of Jeratalery, who knowing theſe intentions and ob- 
.- h$e&v1o be in- agitation, and bath no zeale nor warming of 
wels te concurre with ſome helpe to further the ſame, as 
God doth givebim ability , rojoyne in the communion of 
Saints. And'tbis fo'much tbe rather, becauſe the zeale of 
| .- mariy' is become now a dayes ſocold , and charity is ſo 
/ much deeayed amonyft the profeflors of Religion. 
i For whocanfufficiently deptore che toiſerable diftrai- 
| envof theſe times, wherein eyery man is lead in a pri- 
| vare wayfor bim/elfe? Whac wilt become ar laſt of us, if 
| we haveno commonayme, if wee tate nor up fome infal- 
lible rule ro walkeby , and ridd our {elyes of priyate and 
rtialinterftions., ”- IVY 

Certeinly the goſpell of Chriſt; and whatſoever is in 

- Chrift, and tending towards the life of Chriftianity « isof 
26 univerſall nature, and cannot be ſubje& co bee blamed 
any, of whar fide and party foyer they be, 

For to ſecke afier the*grounds of truc godly love and 
holivefſe, and co ſearch for the-grownds of knowledge 
which may reforme ſcandals andabulcs ig all rtiens-under= 
ftandings and affeQions, and to gather vp the conſert= 
ting adviſe of all able men concarring is ehefe rthonghrs 
apon infallible cleere principles, eannot bee lyable ro any 
reproch, although all of moft men [eekeafter a particular 
ayme ir rheir fingular affe&ions, arid laboar to oppoſe ons 
auother for matters of ſuppoled difference, wherein they 

mixe 
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.. gommyunication of godly counſels , and ſuch gaifts az God 


| 43 
would ceafe and'come to ſome end,” - | n 

Therefore ir importeth thoſe chat wil not bee guiley* 
of the evils of theſe times, and deſerye the judgemenrs- 
which partiall aymes draw upon this generation, to take 
truly univerſall thoughts tobeart , which rend to advance” 
and perfe& love and peace in trath andholinefle, by ſachs 
meanes as are fit toreQifie the faculty both of reaſon and - 
conſcience, and facilitate learning iv afrer ages, 

For in the mad bumor of contradi&ions , both reafony 

ard conſcience are loſt and negleted,and-from theſe lofſes: 


- all other evills proceed , and God-doth in bis juſtice ſuffer: 
the adyerſaries of true religion-toprevaile and bring a- 


2aine upon the Churches a vaile of darkneſle;, and a yoke: 
of papalljuriſdition,by which the conſcience is captivated: 
-under the power of men,and made yoid of the light of {pi-- 
rituall knowledge. :1 fp | 

W bat ſhall we fay then ? Shall we not take to heart onr+ 
heavenly calling ? Shall we not intend: the meanes of true - 
edification Þ UE 

If neither the will. of God, nor the happines of our own 
foule; nor the ſtate of our brethren afflited,nor the excel- 
lency of matter to be thought upon, nor the miſeries of the 


times, and the evills arifing from the diviſions of mens in« ' 


tentions, & want of godly communicaton,can moue us, at - 
leaſt, let us for outward reſpe&s, even for feare of preyai-- 
ling adverſaries , that ayme at an univerc(all-oyerthrow-of - 
all Proteſtants, take to heart the true-meanes of mutuall : 
preſeryation, which can bee none other, then a reall con= 
juaRtion of ſpirits in the fundamentals of the ah er 
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ſs the principles of true learning, If we joyne io theſe, and 
| helpe forward the reall manifeſtation of all truths b:jon- 

givg thereunto, fo | * x Ee L | 

We may beſure, that the more our adverſaries prevaile 
with outward might, and bring our bodies in ſubjetion, 
the more our ſpirits ſhall bee ſtrengthened in godlineffe 
and upr 69h="s. , and in bearing wicneſſe thereof unto 
thoſe that ſhall perſecute us , we (hall haply by the grace 
of God conquer their ſoules., and make them become our 


loving brethren in ftead of adverſaries. 

Is it not a wonder to fee worldly men for worldly ends 
to bee ſo conſtant, and to keepe (o cloſely together , and 
m—_ joyntly one common ayme in the ipnorance of 

aperſtitious z:ale, whiles thoſe that are indued with 
kaowledge, and are fit toreprove their ignorance and (a- 
perftition are all divided and ſhaken to pieces every one 
Kandiog for himſelf > 


profeſle themſelves under him,and for his ſake they ayme 
at a worldly dominign over us, with moft effect ual} 2nd 
joyat endeayours, | 

But wee that have a ſpirituall head, and in a {pirityz!! 
miatiner doe profeſle our (elves united to him , and for his 
ſake doayme to manifeft his ſpirituali dominion over al! 


mens ſoules, yet wee cannot come to any effeQuall and. 


joint endeavours to proſecute this ayme, 

Bu: wze ſtand every one in a ſey-ral] way . ani frame 
for by.matters , whiles the maine (cope is r2* 5c 
garded. Z — 
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They bave a worldly head, in a worldly manner , they 
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_ thofethat do underrake,and you in particular, and reward 


ow the Lord remedy the great evill, and firre' up 
more faichfu I| coadjutors in this worke , and preſery 


e 


you for the good will you have teſtified tome in parti- 
cular, who am for his lake, | 


Toxr faibfol Servant bs Feſus Chr, 
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